Preparing for Christmas
Advent Readings for Families
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One of the best memories of my childhood is celebrating Advent together as a family.  We had 24 candles, all set up in a row.  On December 1, we gathered together and lit the first one.  We talked about the people who waited for Jesus to come, and we sang about his coming.  On December 2, we lit the first candle as well as a second one.  The next night, there were three candles lit. On Christmas Eve, our living room was ablaze with the light from all 24 candles and our faces glowed with excitement and wonder.
Last year for the first time, we brought out the candleholders from my childhood and celebrated Advent with our three children.  Although they were young, their wonder and anticipation was the same as it was for my siblings and myself.  We told the great Story of creation, fall, and God’s redemptive plan revealed in Jesus.  We read the prophecies and the events leading up to his coming.  As we lit the candles every night, we reviewed what we had talked about the previous nights.  Each night, we learned a little more about the long-awaited Rescuer who came to earth at Christmas.  By the time Christmas Eve came, our 6-year-old could tell the story himself (with great excitement)!
I typed out the sequence of Scripture readings we use to tell the Advent story.  The commentary provided is simply a guide, intended to make the Story clear and coherent for children.  Likewise, the songs listed are simply suggestions – songs that our family finds meaningful. I hope that this is a useful resource to help families tell God’s story together as they prepare for Christmas.
Heather McDaniel
 Family Advent Readings
(Beginning with December 1)
Day 1:  Genesis 1:1-5; John 1:1-5 – In the beginning, there was nothing, except for God.  And out of that nothing, God created the heavens and the earth.  But the earth was formless, and there was still darkness all around.  So God said, “Let there be light!”  And light appeared.  [We usually light our first candle at this point.]  From the very beginning of the Bible to the end, light tells us about God.  Not only is it a gift and a blessing from God, but it shows us something about who God is.  So as we light the first candle tonight, let’s thank God for creating light out of darkness, for giving us the gift of light, and for being our light.
Suggested song: Joy to the World (first verse)
Day 2:  Genesis 1:26-31 – God’s work of creation wasn’t done after he created light!  He went on to create mountain, oceans, plants, the stars and planets, and all kinds of animals.  Finally, at the end of the sixth day, he created human beings in his own image.  He created men and women to be good and loved; in relationship with him; and with the special job of caring for, shaping, and filling the world he made.  Adam and Eve, the first man and woman, were good – God said so!  And they had good, full lives in the garden they belonged in.  They walked together with God every day and knew his love and approval.
Suggested song: Joy to the World (second verse)
Day 3:  Genesis 3 (if this is too long, just Genesis 3:1-15) – Things went wrong for Adam and Eve.  They listened to God’s enemy and they both chose to do the one thing God commanded them not to.  And because they disobeyed him and rebelled against him, God sent them out of their garden and away from him.  They would now have to live in a land where work was frustrating and often futile.  Their lives now included physical pain and death, and their relationships now included conflict, anger, and sadness.  This was not the way things were meant to be, but it wasn’t the end of the story.  God’s love for his people didn’t change and he longed to make the wrong things right again.  Even as God spoke the curse, he dropped a hint of his plan to heal and save his people – his prophecy that one day, one of Eve’s descendants would crush their enemy.
Suggested song: Joy to the World (third verse)
Day 4:  Genesis 12:1-3 – God’s plan to save the world started with one particular couple, Abraham and Sarah.  God chose them to carry His light to the world.  He told Abraham to move into a new land God had chosen for him, and promised Abraham that the whole world would be blessed through him and his descendants.  Jesus would one day come to earth through Abraham and Sarah’s family.
Suggested song: Joy to the World (fourth verse
Day 5:  Abraham’s family became large, and was eventually taken into slavery in Egypt.  But God rescued His people from slavery and gave them his law through Moses (the 10 commandments, as well as a lot more rules). The law was a gift!  It showed God’s people exactly what they needed to do to live in the light & receive his good blessing.  If they could just do exactly what God told them to, they could live the full lives he wanted to give them.  Deuteronomy 30:11-20
Suggested song: Joy to the World (whole song!)
Day 6:  God’s people now knew God’s law, but that doesn’t mean they were able to live the full life he wanted them to live.  That’s because they couldn’t obey it, and because they couldn’t obey, God couldn’t give them the blessings he wanted to.  God was faithful to them, kept all his promises to them, and gave them their own land and kings.  But again and again, they chose darkness over light, and turned their backs on him.  And just like Adam and Eve were sent out of the garden, God’s people were finally driven out of their homeland into exile.  But still, God did not abandon them.  Daniel, who summed up the people’s rebellion in a prayer to God, was only one of the many prophets God sent to turn his people back towards his light, and to drop hints about the Savior who was to come and rescue them… Daniel 9:11-14, 19
Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 7: Over the next nine days, we’re going to read some of the prophecies that God’s prophets wrote down about Jesus, the Rescuer God promised.  As you hear each prophecy, try to figure out what it teaches us about the promised Messiah.  The first prophet we’ll read from is Isaiah.  He lived in Judah before it was conquered by Babylon.  He warned God’s people about the punishment and exile to come if they continued to disobey him, but he also wrote down many, many of God’s promises about the Rescuer coming to save and redeem them.  Here’s one of his prophecies about the Messiah to come:  Isaiah 9:2-7  
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Be a light in the darkness

· Bring freedom from slavery and oppression

· Put an end to wars

· Be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace

· Be a descendent of King David

· Be a ruler for eternity – his kingdom will be one of justice and peace

Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 8: Isaiah 11:1-12  

What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Come from David’s family

· Bring justice to the world

· Bring peace and reconciliation; make wrong things right again

· Bring salvation to all the world

Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 9:  Isaiah 42:1-7
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Bring justice

· Be a light to the nations, bring sight to the blind, free the captives

Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 10:  Isaiah 53 (if this is too long, just Isaiah 53:1-6) 

What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Suffer and be unjustly punished

· Be punished for our own sins

· Bring us healing through his suffering
Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 11:  Isaiah 61:1-3 – Jesus himself quoted this passage and said he fulfilled it.

What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Bring good news to the poor

· Comfort the brokenhearted

· Proclaim freedom for captives

· Make wrong things right!
Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 12:  Micah was a prophet who lived in Judah around the same time as Isaiah.  Like the other prophets, he urged God’s people to turn back to him and warned them about what would happen if they didn’t.  He also made a very specific prophecy about where the coming Savior would be born.  Micah 5:2-5a
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Come from Bethlehem

· Be a Shepherd who leads his flock with God’s strength and peace

· Bring his people back from exile
Suggested song: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
Day 13:  Zephaniah was a prophet who lived in Judah during the reign of King Josiah, the last good king of God’s people.  It was not long before they would be taken into exile by Babylon.  Zephaniah warned God’s people about his coming judgment, but also gave them hope for salvation and restoration in the future.  Zephaniah 3:14-17
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Be God himself, living among his people

· Forgive, save, and make wrong things right again

· Rejoice over his people and bring joy to them
· Delight in his people and love them

Suggested songs: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Day 14:  Today we’re going to read a prophecy from Jeremiah.  He lived in the city of Jerusalem while it was besieged, conquered, and sacked by Babylon.  Like Isaiah, he spent plenty of time pointing out where God’s people had gone wrong and warning them about the consequences.  He grieved and wept over the suffering they experienced because of their disobedience.  But he also spoke words of hope to God’s people, about salvation and redemption to come.  Jeremiah 23:5-8
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Be a descendant of King David

· Rule with wisdom and justice

· Save God’s people

· Bring God’s people back into the land where they belong

Suggested songs: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Day 15:  Malachi wrote the last book of the Old Testament.  After God’s people had been exiled for many years, King Cyrus of Persia allowed them to return to Jerusalem and they rebuilt their temple.  Malachi lived in Israel with the repatriated Jews.  Even though they were in their homeland again, God’s people were a poor, weak nation with no king.  And Malachi makes it clear that they still weren’t doing a very good job of obeying God and receiving his blessings.  Malachi calls them to repentance, tells about the Messiah to come, and prophecies about a special messenger who will prepare the way for the Rescuer. Malachi 3:1; 4:2-5
What does this tell us about the Messiah to come?  That he will…(possible answers)

· Have a special messenger (like Elijah) come before him to prepare his way
· Bring healing and freedom
Suggested songs: O Come, O Come, Emmanuel; Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus

Day 16: The waiting is almost over!  God’s people are living in their own land again but are under the control of the powerful Roman empire.  And it’s time!  Time for everything the prophets have been talking about to begin.  Finally, it’s time for God to come to earth as the loving Rescuer, Messiah, and Savior of all people!  The great story begins with the conception and birth of the Preparer Malachi prophesied about.  It starts with an angel appearing to an old man, a follower of God who had always longed for children but never been able to have any. Luke 1:5-23
Suggested song: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

Day 17:  God’s promise is beginning to be fulfilled.  An angel appears to a young, unmarried woman, and tells her she has been chosen by God to be the mother of his promised Messiah, the son of God.  Mary says yes to God, and God Himself descends to earth and begins to dwell among us as a baby in Mary’s womb. Luke 1:26-38
Suggested song: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

Day 18:  Pregnant with God’s son, Mary travels to see her cousin Elizabeth, who is pregnant with John the Baptist.  As soon as Elizabeth sees Mary, her baby leaps for joy.  And Mary responds by bursting with a song of joy and praise, a song of God keeping his promises, making wrong things right, and turning the world upside down. Luke 1:39-56
Suggested song: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing

Day 19:  John the Baptist is born and Zechariah regains his voice.  Awe falls on the whole neighborhood.  People are beginning to notice that something new and exciting is happening.  Luke 1:57-66
Suggested song: Joy, to the World
Day 20:  As soon as Zechariah can talk again, he is filled with the Holy Spirit and bursts out with a prophecy about his son and the Messiah about to be born. Luke 1:67-79
What does this prophecy tell us about the Messiah and his Preparer?
· The Messiah will be a Savior and rescuer from David’s line

· The Messiah will restore God’s people so they are able to obey and serve him
· He will bring light to those in darkness
· John will be a prophet to prepare the way for the Lord

· John will guide people to repentance help them seek forgiveness
Suggested song: Joy, to the World
Day 21:  Mary returns to her hometown and soon it is obvious to all that she is pregnant and unmarried.  But her fiancé, Joseph also chooses to believe God when an angel appears.  He marries Mary and prepares to become the foster father of God’s son.  Matthew 1:18-25
Suggested song: O, Little Town of Bethlehem
Day 22:  Just as Micah prophesied, the Messiah was born in the small town of Bethlehem.  God, a newborn wrapped in swaddling clothes in a stable, is now dwelling among his people.  Luke 2:1-7
Suggested song: O, Little Town of Bethlehem
Day 23:  The first people to hear about this “good news of great joy” are not kings or priests.  They are ordinary shepherds working in the nearby hills.  Luke 2:8-14
Suggested song: What Child is This?
Day 24: Luke 2:15-20 – The things that were happening were too big and wonderful for Mary to take in all at once, so she treasured them up in her heart and thought about them often.  This is what we’ve been doing, as we prepare for our Christmas celebration.  We’re going to end our celebration tonight by reading Jesus’ story from the book of John.  Although John doesn’t give us details of the Christmas story, he treasures up all he knows about who Jesus is, then begins his book by telling us the Big Story of God’s love for us.  As you listen, see if you can recognize the Big Story we’ve been telling this month – the Story that begins with creation and culminates in the God of light and love becoming human and making his home among us.   John 1:1-18
Suggested song: What Child is This?
Joy to the World!  The Lord Is Come
Joy to the World!  The Lord is come;

Let earth receive her King;

Let every heart prepare Him room,

And heav’n and nature sing (x3)!

Joy to the earth!  The Savior reigns:

Let all their songs employ;

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains

Repeat the sounding joy (x3)!

No more let sins and sorrows grow,

Nor thorns infest the ground;

He comes to make His blessing flow

Far as the curse is found (x3).

He rules the world with truth and grace,

And makes the nations prove

The glories of His righteousness

And wonders of His love (x3).

O Come, O Come Emmanuel
O come, O come, Emmanuel and ransom captive Israel

That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Son of God appear.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Rod of Jesse free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny.

From depths of hell Thy people save, and give them vict’ry o’er the grave.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by Thine advent here; 

And drive away the shades of night, and pierce the clouds and bring us light!

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel.

O come, Thou Key of David, come, and open wide our heav’nly home;

Make safe the way that leads on high, and close the path to misery.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel.

O come, desire to nations, bind all peoples in one heart and mind;

Bid envy, strife and quarrels cease; fill all the world with heaven’s peace.

Rejoice!  Rejoice!  Emmanuel will come to thee, O Israel.

Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus
Come, Thou long expected Jesus, born to set Thy people free;

From our fears and sins release us; let us find our rest in Thee.

Israel’s strength and consolation, hope of all the earth Thou art;

Dear desire of every nation, joy of every longing heart.

Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing
Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!”

Joyful, all ye nations rise, join the triumph of the skies;

With th’angelic host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Christ, by highest heav’n adored; Christ, the everlasting Lord!

Late in time behold him come, offspring of the Virgin’s womb.

Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; hail th’incarnate Deity,

Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

Hail the heav’nborn Prince of Peace!  Hail the Sun of Righteousness!

Light and life to all He brings, ris’n with healing in His wings.

Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,

Born to raise us from the earth, born to give us second birth.

Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn King.”

O Little Town of Bethlehem

O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie!

Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by;

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting Light;

The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight.

For Christ is born of Mary and gathered all above,

While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wond’ring love.

O morning stars together, proclaim the holy birth! 

And praises sing to God the King, and peace to all on earth.

How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is giv’n!

So God imparts to human hearts the blessing of His heav’n.

No ear may hear His coming, but in this world of sin,

Where meek souls will receive Him still the dear Christ enters in.

O holy Child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray;

Cast out our sin, and enter in, be born in us today.

We hear the Christmas angels, the great glad tidings tell;

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel.
What Child is This?
What child is this, who lays to rest in Mary’s lap, is sleeping,

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing.

Haste, haste to bring him room, the babe, the son of Mary.
So bring him incense, gold and myrrh, come peasant, king to own him.

The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone him.

Raise, raise the song on high; the Virgin sings her lullaby.

Joy, joy for Christ is born, the babe, the son of Mary.
